Planes, Trains And Automobiles...

Seeking Transportation In Haldimand

Brandy Fulton
T::l'lﬂdmam Pregs

mand travel, safety and making a con-
nection to surrounding cities, "

- LA fﬂ; pda ) ? The meeting discussed how having a

DUNNVILLE - Haidima County is
made up of roughly wr:r;wm. The geo-
graphical space is roughly twice the size
of Toronto, but more than 58 times less
the size in population. With the wide
amount of space and rural country
roads, lack of public ransportation can
be an issue for some residents.

On August 3, a group of community
members, organizations and Chamber
members met at The Minga in Dunnvilie
to discuss the issue and look for an in-
novative way to get new forms of trans-
portation into the area.

The group started with the big ques-
tion: "Who can public transit benefit?”

To leave it in simple terms, the list in-
Cluded everyone: students, seniors.
those with disabilities, children and par-
ents.

Dunnvitle Bridges Out Of Poverty, a
group that wants 10 help solve iocal
problems with the involvement of the
community, led the meeting. They
Quided the group through weighing the
pros and cons of both a bus system and
Uber, which is more like a taxi. The
group discussed affordability, on-de-

e

public transit sysiem in the county could
iead 10 more “peapie traffic” in some of
the smaller towns or events in the la rger
areas. This will also aid people who
need specialists for health reasons or
who are seeking employment or educa-
lion outside of their town. This could
also increase the potential to expand for
smaller towns

However, Dunnville Bridges and the
committee that has been formed to fur-
ther this discussion want to ensure the
residents of Haldimand have their say
betore any decision is mada,

A Dunnville resident mentioned how
the county has lost something they once
had. Trains and boals were a huge part
of transportation many years ago and
could ge! you across Southern Ontario
tor a small price, With changing technol-
ogy and passenger trains and boats di-
minishing, having to pay for a car,
insurance, gas and maintenance is ihe
only way people can gel around if not in
walking distance

In a recent Facebook post from The
Press, there was a lot of discussion on
this topic on both sides.

“A small bus system would be benefi
Cial to those who can't afford the uxur
of & car but need to travel 1o run errand:
or just participate in a full community life
A bus system could also increase em
ployment opportunities (hiring drivers
mechanics, even admin staff).” sai
Debbie McMillian.

MeMillan continued: “Also, regula
travel to and from Hamilton sites — fik
Mohawk, Jurivinski Hospital, mayt:
even Limeridge Mall for example —
could be benaficial too."

“A bus doesn't make sense for this
area. Uber wouid allow people to mak:
some extra money when they are avail
able,” said Jonathan Kutyba.

The group will discuss a time amn
place for another meeting that will be
open for all community members t
come forward and express their opin
ions. Nancy Schuur, one of the co-facil
ttators for the committee, can I
contacted at grantschuur @ hotmail.corn
or by calling 289-237-5321 for residents
who might have questions or concarns

Dunnville Bridges resi
dents to continue the conversation unti
the meeting is held so that the commu
nity can make an innovative change
the county together,
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Bert C. Phillips Bus Line transported
workers fo booming Welland industries

The vear wis 1)

sy incustry in Wellond was busi-
ly ?ed i war work.. No. 6 Service Flying Trainiog
Schnoﬁl the

0
British Commonwealth Air Train

being opemed in the Towmnsbip of Dunn to train
to defest Germibny's Luftwalfe

Tr: Lo WK Netessar Y Tor persons commut Lo
work in Welland as well as the countless alrmen travelling
back and forth betwesn the alrport and Dunnville or other
points on thelr way Lo and from leave’

The late Bert C. Philligs was just the man Lo jgrasp this
opportunity. A man of entrepreneuml spirit, he sieri the
transport company he staried 27 vears before well on its way
to becoming coe of the lirgest privately owned enrriers in
Ontario. The firm was established in 1913 when Mr, Fhil]:l:ﬁ
ﬁ!‘ﬂd his own topm and dray between Lhe Monarch Knit-

Plan was
neveded

Company and the Graod Trunk Railway. By 1940

ansports Limited was daily servicing ocentres

froen Toranto sand Hamiiton o Avimer and 51 Thomas and
all points in bet ween

Mr. Phillips decided (o emburck in the bus business aml
going to the Brantford Coach and Rody Company, he pur-
chased a brand new bus, brown in ¢elor (which wis pretty
well all you conld get then). Phillips already had the con-
tract for frelghl end pasenger service for the Toronio,
Hamiiton and Buffale Railway (T.H, and B.) and the in-
croased service now coversd Dunnvlile, Welland, Smithville
mnd the airport

A more and more people ware am poyed i the Welland
industries and traffic to and from the airport increased, the
Phillips tus line grew to four buses — § Ford, a Dadge, o
Beo and & Furgo, plus an ancient International thal was
pressed inlo service when necessary

The regular Smithville bus wis hall cargo with seats in
the front hail. Passenger traffic to and from Smithville was
beavy whilé the alrport was (u operstion — alrmen making
their truin connectioa at the Smithville station *“Four
buses would fine up oo &Hﬂaﬁums lo take s to
Smithville and bring nirmen badk " ssid Bob Rowe, one of
many local men who drove bus for Phillips. Bob remembers
the heuvy passenger traffic to und from the sirport ' We
made five trips a day 10 the aport from Dunnville”' he
sald ""The buis would be so full that many would have to

stand, 5 situation that really irked some of the officers who
complained loudly.” he remarked with a chudkle,
wm“"'.'. always threatening to repart me for overloading the

Atlas Steels, J Sokes
Electro Metals. (f course other persons
service to get to Welland and points in between

With all these bus runs every day, the vehicles were on
e possdd comstantly and quite a few drivers were needed. As
well as Bob Rowse, sorme of the mien who drove for Phillips al
o lime or another were Bert House (who mostly handbed
the T, H. ound B. service), Hugh House, Harve Markey,
Frank Barry, Bruce Currie, Peter Brooks, Don Bradiey, Bill
Harkness, Harold ‘Had Chittley, Fred Stelnman and of
eourse the 'hoss" George Phillips <son of B founder | whi
willingly took his shareof driving — especially on Saturdavs
“when no ose else wanted the run,”” as he puls it Ce
Phaltips was a fair emplover well liked by his drivers. As
Bob Howe emphasized: “No one could ever say a word
agnmst Goorge. '

Ume of the Phillips buses is pictured above as it picked
a passenger on Highway 3 about four miles east of Dunn-
& This i, taken in 1943 or 1944, was loaned
Madeline . wha rode the bus (o her |
quhhﬂuhubbﬂ't‘mhdﬂﬂddiﬂ'hﬂ!hﬂﬂﬂﬂ
Frank Worrall, one of many local men who ulso rode the
to wark in Wedland. [ had intended to list the names of some
who rode the bus.. but there are so many and they will
remamber regardess,

The bias pictured is the oo, which while not the first,
wits also purchased new. Originally brown, il was repsi mted
i the blue and white Phillips colors. Don I
particular bus most of the time. As Bob laughing recalled
"He practically considersd it his own "

Don Norton, wha drove lor Canads Cosch Lines, pwar-

chused the licence [rom Phillips in 1945, The bus service con-
tinised to operate until about early 19608,
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fose wes S L O L Flute Band as it appeared
smoe mwes o 1933 on Canal Strest (now
= f=r thag camera are: front row (left to
ST George  Kelly, Bill  Kelly,
mom Aarkness, Wyn., Hamilton, Stan
S S=ly  Directly behind the front rank are
Fremer @0 Joe Buxton,
8 == == ¢ right) — Jack Mann, John
g 3 =m=z (bandmaster), Jim Armstrong,
Wo—= .~ Zuxion, Elwood Thompson, Jack
§ B o rear rank is Elmer Mcintee.
g7z =wm 7= photo is Art Culp, who was busy
= somos W Culp, who now lives in Hamilton,
BT 20 ioan this photo.

LUy

==~y ce's new coach
== 2 Pullman car”
Volume 3, February 6, 1980

Ty

Smcsmoe tm 1323 Mr. Eliis Dorsey, proprietor
®=. =% SERVICE purchased and put into
#e nus moured here. Three years before, Mr,
Tac o=t 0 Dunnville and since that time
fme=: & —uct neaded bus service between this
Pz =2 =i first bus had been a Reo,
s secpe and when he disposed of it, had

T T e

Fos=os 2cs in the January 30, 1924 issue of

Chronicle  praised Mr.  Dorsey's
fe= = —a«ng such a large investment for the
o =g geons " The new vehicle was described
| pEssesger pay-as-you-enter body, built on a

BT

Model W six-cylinder Reo chassis," and "modem as a
Pullman car” Commercial Bodies and Carriages
Limited of Guelph built the body. Its overall length was
197 inches, overall width &7 inches and standing height
72 inches.

The seats, 37 inches long, were luxuriously covered
in brown Spanish solid leather. Windows were plate
glass, set in non-rattle brass sash, with transoms of
cathedral glass, and the double-ventilating windshield
had a sun visor. The coach also contained sign card
racks, dome electric lights, roof ventilators, handgrips
on the ceiling, buzzer buttons at every seat and a fine
heating system. The interior was cream coloured with
rich walnut trim, The driver operated the moadern folding
door and there was also a rear emergency door

The exterior displayed window-guards, brass
handles, front and rear coloured lights and a lighted
destination sign box over the windshield. These
accouterments, added Lo the light brown body paint and
cream top, presented an attractive appearance.

The bus was making two round trips daily, leaving
Dunnville at 7:30 am. and 1:30 p.m, and returning
leaving Welland at 9:45 am. and 4:20 p.m. Thera was
an extra Sunday trip leaving Dunnville at 6:00 p.m. and
returning leaving Welland at 8:30 p.m. Fare for the Reo
Bus Service was B0 cents each way.

Many of Reo's passengers were "drummers"
{travelling salesmen), who had arrived in Welland by
train and were brought to Dunmnville to be ensconced
with their samples in local hotels. After a few days they
would make the return trip. However, many other
people availed themselves of the service to reach
various centres. For instance, conneclion could be
made at Welland Junclion with the Radial Cars for
Miagara Falls and St Catharines. Direct connection
was made with Minor's Bus for Port Colborne
Dunnville Terminal was the Victoria Hotel and Welland
Terminals were the Reeta and Dexter Hotels,

The Reo Bus Service operated between Dunnville
and Welland until the early 30s and the hard times of
the depression.

For a number of years there was no bus service
between these two centres. When local men began
working in Welland industrial plants in the early war
days (1939), the B.C. Philips Bus Service (which had
been operating between Dunnville and Smithville for a
couple of years) added the Welland destination. This
bus service continued to operate until about the early
1960s (the last few years under the ownership of. first,
Don Nerton, and then Don Bradiey).

This photo of Mr. Dorsey's new bus, taken in
Welland, was kindly loaned by Bob and Fay Shaver
{daughter of the late Mr. Dorsey).

New bridge was a good spot

to watch raging river
Yolume 3. February 13, 1980

This view of the Dunnville Bridge (which was always
in the old days referred lo as the 'Long Bridge’) was
first printed in a souvenir Historical Review, published
by the Dunnville Gazette in 1904,

The picture was {3k
known local photograpk
daughters, the Miszes
Borel was probably lot
viewfinder from upsiai
Kohler and Sons, and i

The waters of the
their annual spring ram
It is easy to understar
spanned the river doy
sharp bend in the cs
turbulent waters like ar
to their rigidity.

This bridge (brand
1902 or 1004 and was
river here — replacing
the 1830s. On the upp
see the pulleys and c
raising and lowering
water levels in the upt
be maintained to suppl
feeder canal, which ta
above the dam.

Twelve years after
waters took out the fir:
then complately rebuir
took place In the 180
modern structure was
bridge to link Dunnvilis

The fishing was
along Dunnville
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cugh Mr. McCutcheon was unable to identify the
: n the boat he said the man was rowing up Lock

4813 - Phedo courtesy of Mick ard Leida Kol

camember when? Tom McCutcheon and Wally
s+lin do. This photo, taken in 1913, brought back
wi~ood memories for the two lifelong residents of
#=ville. Mr. McCutcheon said he was on his father's
g+ when the picture was taken. His father is standing
{a extreme right. At the time Mr. McCutcheon was
fyears old,

~re boat was in the middle of the sidewalk on Lock
==t and was covered with water as the photo shows.
£-ugh Mr. McCutcheon was unable to identify the
& in the boat he said the man was rowing up Lock
et
Ae never had too many of them (floods)" he said

L that was a dandy that year. VWhen you get piclures
= see them it brings back memories.”

'+ Franklin, who didnt remember this particular
g2z was able to provide some history about the
g=ngs in the background, some of which still exist
| =4

~ne white building on the right, which now contains
| sarbershop and laundromat, was at one time a
#.--h and was moved to its location on Lock Street.

Tne dark building in the background was
&-~sfort's Pool Room up to 1919 when the Franklin
g v bought the store for its plumbing and healing
pe-sss.  Today the building contains the main
pewroom of W.E. Franklin Furniture and Appliances,

-n the ground floor of the building on the left were
g=-al stores including two Chinese laundries, the
3.~~ville Gazette and Happell's Shoe Repair.

~~e second and third floor contained an opera and
&= a doll factory but a fire in late 1918 destroyed the
= figor of the building.

The photo may give the impression that the trees
g= - the middle of the street but in fact they are on the

p==vard and some stand to this day.

t-cording to Mr. Franklin, Lock Street was paved
= zs far as Chestnut Street at the time the photo was
«=- and "beyond that it was all mud.”

Dunnville-Smithville express made 3
round trips daily

Valurme 1, May 18, 1977

1937 - Photn coungsy Joi 5, Muray T H & B Ager

Railway passenger service was on its way out and new
bus service was being started back in August 1837
when these 14 gentlemen got together for a picture.

The picture was taken in front of the old TH and B
railway station on the site of the present A and P Food
Store. According to Joe J. Murray, who appears on the
extreme left the TH and B Railway was starting a bus
service from Dunnville to Smithville and the men posed
in front of the bus. The bus service provided Dunnville
residents with a connection to the main TH and B
passenger line from Buffalo to Toronto after passenger
service in Dunnville was discontinued.

The bus made three round trips a day from
Smithville to Dunnville Mr. Murray said. The original
price for a round trip was about 90 cents he said.

The men from left are: Joe Murray, Chief clerk, Ed
O'Dell, TH and B agent, Charlie Bilger, Manfred Schire,
"Holsie” Webber, Wiliam Wamick, TH and B
superintendent, John Clark, Dave Hastings, Dunnville
Gazette publisher, Herb Stonham, Dunnville Chronicle
reporter, Chester Thomas, R, Hill, TH and B freight and
passenger agent, Marvin Shaver, Dave Brown and
driver Bert House.

Hospital fitting memorial

to fallen soldiers
Vinlume 1, May 25, 1977
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Bert Pettigrew
 Makes Final Run

Herbert Pettigrew of 116 Park | Hamilton, often {ravelling |
\ve, West, Dunnville, will no!old River Road during the m
pulling into Coreyv’s ' dle of winter under hazard

longar he

Appliances on Lock St. at 6 conditions.
p.. sharp every weekday. Mr. Pettigrew was award

After 41 wvears and over one!for an enviable aehievenn
million miles of safe driving,|this past July when Char
Vie, Psttigrew made his Jast | MaeNaughton, minister of tra

run as a Canada Coach Lines | port and cornmmupications. ma
bus driver Friday evening. a presentation on behalf of 1
My, Pettigrew was a well jCanada Coaen Lines.
known ddriver with the Canada The award recogtized his
Cuach Lines. He made dailv i taining a 25 year one mijll

| trips between Dunnville and | mile accident free record.




Many miles were driven and
many friendships formed during Bert
Pettigrew's 41 vears as a bus driver
He began in 1930 and for most of those
41 vears (except for perhaps the last
six! made two round lrips daily
between Dunnville and Hamilton,
roling up 1,200 miles per week

It was during the depths of Lhe
Depresaion, when Bert begun driving
for Dominton Power and Transmis
sion, His firs! bus was a “"Reo” and
his memories of thal vehicle centre
on its stopping capabilities "“You had
Lo stand right up on the brake pedal, ™
he chuckled, “and pull the emer
geney brake onal the same time. ™’

I those days, which he describes
a5 “pre-uiniom,” Bert made two
return trips daily. leaving Dunnville
4l 7:40 a.m. and 12:45 p.m “and
that was seven days o week"
Time-off consisted of two pari-dayvs a
month, “1 never gol a Saturdey or
holiday ofi." Bu! during those
economic hard times, Bert empha-
sized that he “was glad 1o have a
job! ™

His route took him from Dunn
ville o Cayuga, Caledonia and
Hamilton — picking up and discharg
ing passengers all along the route,
hoth ways The fare was $195
ong-way. During the war years
with 2o many alrmen stationed at No
6 3 F. TS Dunnville — servicemen
were given a special rate of 65 cents
one-way

In exriier days, the county road
el woeeny Cayuga and Caledonia ran
alongside the Grand River and was
fivoded évery spring. Bert remem
bers driving along *pushing waves in
frunt”’ and making detours a! York o
complete his run. Sanding and salting
were unknown and he experienced
“some really awful (rips.”' No one
was more apprecialive than this bus
driver when the county road was
réplaced by the new Highway 54!

Bert's career as & driver spanned
three company changes and a dozen
different {ypes of buses. Dominion
Power amd Transmission became
Highway King Coach Lines; then
Canada Coach Lines, and ultimately
8 bramch of the Hamilton Streel
Hailway Ber! doesnt have =
photograph of his first bus, bet s

Bert's bus was full
for two trips daily

aeen bere standing i fronl of a
“White" buis he drove in the gt
1938, The next bus to take him over
the familiar route during the early
B4t was a “Flexible,' with a
stramght € Bock motior i bock
That was my dea of 4 bus, " he said
Bert's acoommadating manner
and genial personalily made him a
favorite with all who rode his bus
Countless persons came to know him
not ondy as their driver.. but as their
friend. To many regular PEsSCTEers,
Bert WAS Canada Coach Lines He
also. bulll ep an envinble reputalion
with the company as the driver wha
wias glwavs on lime
Highlighis of us career came as

he was honored for scquiring 20 and
& year secident-free records while
driving well over a million miles.

Afler 41 vears and nine months,
Bart made his last run as Lhe year
1471 was drawing to a close. When he
retired, bis cap badge bore the
mumber 1" signifving his SENIOTity
With understandable pride, be said
"I started with badge No. 63,

Due to decliming passenger
i=age, the service between Hamilton
and Dunnville was discontinued early
this vear (1983 with the final run
being made an Friday, February &
Lecording (o Berl, it was different in
the old days. “My buk was always
full’
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