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Special to the Chronicle
Port Maitland Lock Receives a Spring cleanup!
The term "Lock 27" is not correct. It is Port Maitland Lock
On Saturday May 151 twenty-two volunteers gathered at Lock 27, in Port Maitland to cleanup the
lock. There remains some question as to when this lock was last used, but recently I have been
told of a use as late as 1931. Sixty-six year old Wayne Siddall, recalls, when the gates remained,
and how he and his friends, as youngsters walked across the tops ofthem. The lock had for many
years been used as a garbage dump by some of the local residents filling it to the top sill with
debris. Wayne somewhat jokingly mentions that garbage with a sense ofappreciation. He tells the
story of how at about ten years of age he was riding his bicycle along the south apron and went
head over front-wheel into the lock, landing on the garbage pile. He says, had it not been for
that pile of garbage and rescuers Bert and Ted McAlonan, he might have drowned!
I became interested in Lock 27, after writing an article about it in my historyletter The Grand
Dispatch. Up to that point, my knowledge was very limited about this relic of our past maritime
history. It seems the more I learn, the more I realize how little I still know This combination of a
little bit ofknowledge and the realization I really knew very little inspired me to begin a cleanup with
the hope of someday putting up an information kiosk. Here we will all be able to read about the
history ofthe Feeder Canal and ofthe considerable contribution Sherbrooke Township made to the
development ofHaldimand County.
The lock is owned by Haldimand County, making the project easier, as County officials have been
helpful from the start. It may be a bit presumptuous ofme to say that until my letter to former Mayor
Bergstrand, the County was not aware of this historic lock, but I think it is safe to say the lock was
not on their ra�ar! I am pleased to tell you today it is flashing bright and strong on the centre of
their screen!
This spring the Port Maitland Festival of History donated a table top sign and placed it on the
south apron. This sign has a number of photos of the Mohawk Island lighthouse, Lock 27,
Senator McCullum's former home in Strornness, and some pictures of how the Grand River Naval
Depot might have looked in its heyday. Along with the photos, are articles from earlier Grand
Dispatch publications giving the history of these structures and the people who built them. The
sign is only intended to be temporary and can be easily modified as needed. The sign also contains
the original text of the letter sent to Mayor Bergstrand outlining my ideas. Go take a look! Give
my ideas some

