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HALDIMAND COUNTY BRANCH OGS, BOX 956, CAYUGA ON 1EO

EXECUTIVE 2003 The OGS Haldimand County Library is located at the

Co-Chair: Haldimand County Museum & Archives, 8 Echo Street,

15646 Sylvia Weaver 905-774-4132 Cayuga, telephone 905-772-5880. The Museum is open from
<weaverl [@sympatico.ca> Monday to Friday for research, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Co-Chair, Administrative Affairs:

20750 Sheila Forbes 905-648-2859 Articles are not necessarily the views of our branch. Every
<smf{@ican.net effort has been made to provide accurate information. In the

Past Co-Chair: Pat Logan interests of goodwill, permission is hereby granted to

Secretary: Sheila Forbes newsletter editors to copy any article in whole or in part, for

Treasurer: 17593 Arthur Bradford 905-774-4886 genealogical purposes, provided that proper credit is given

to the originating organization & author.

CONVENORS

Cemeteries: 51328 Dwight Wadel 905-768-7429 2003 MEETING DATES
<wadel-in-rainham(@sympatico.ca> September 2nd - Marnic Freeborn, topic

Membership: 52562 Pat Logan <logant@linetap.com> “Researching In Germany”

Incoming & Outgoing Mail: Pat Logan

Queries: Pat Logan & Marg Clause October Tth; November 4th.

Queries/Research: Contact Branch at Speakers to be announced in local newspapers.
Box 956, Cayuga, NOA 1E0

Library: 14614 Marg Clause MEETING LOCATION

Publicity: 22588 Melvin Waldbrook Unless otherwise announced, general meetings will be held
519-587-2582 <carmelwa(@sympatico.ca> at the Haldimand County Museum & Archives on the first

Public Relations: 14641 Bill Sorge 905-774-4600 Tuesday of the month. No meetings are held in Dec., Jan.,

Newsletter Mailing: 14145 Marion Smith Tait U.E., Feb., July and August. Research time from 7-8 pm., followed
D.A.R., 905-774-5138 by meeting.

Newsletter Envelopes: 52508 Barb Topp 905-774-4521

Publications: Printing & Sales - 19719 Jack Bacon **All cheques payable to
905-765-5497 <jack.bacon@sympatico.ca> ‘Haldimand County Branch OGS.’

Census Convenor: Sylvia Weaver

Church Inventory: Jack Bacon aVISITORS ARE WELCOME

MNewsletter Editor: Marg Clause 9%05-768-5523
<mclausel 1{@sympatico.ca>

*k® Thﬂﬂks dedkdk

The June Newsletter was compiled by two of our Haldimand OGS members- Sylvia Weaver & Marion Smith
Tait. The majority of the included material is provided by John Docker & William A. Warnick, with information
also from an article by Robert Schweyer.

I am most grateful to Sylvia & Marion for their thorough organizational skills and knowledge. Thanks, ladies,

for this edition of Haldimand Past Times. (from the editor, Marg Clause)

Upcoming Meeting of Niagara OGS Branch - September 11, 2003
Time: 7:30 pm.

Event: Brian Gilchrist will speak on "Census and Sensibility: Making Enumeration count in your Family History
Research”.

Location: Holy Rosary Parish Hall, 35 Queen St. S. (corner of Sullivan and Queen St.), Thorold.
Parking: Lots of parking behind parish hall.
For information call (905) 262-9039
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(The following article was compiled by JOHN THORNLEY DOCKER, a retired priest of the Episcopal Church,
U.S.A., who with his wife Georgie, moved to his ancestral home, GLASSERTON, on the shores of Lake Erie in 1998.
John is the author of “GRAND RIVER NAVAL DEPOT" for which he received the SCADDING AWARD OF
EXCELLENCE from the Ontario Historical Society. His second book is about the 1566 FENIAN INVASION and
is titled “DUNNVILLE HEROES. ™)

Port Maitland 1815 - 1850

by John Thornley Docker

Like the rest of North America, the mouth of what is now the Grand River was the habitat of Aboriginal people. For centuries a trail along
the shore of Lake Erie, through present day Sherbrooke and Dunn Townships, crossed the Grand River at its mouth. A sandbar provided
a way for travelers to ford the river and here on the east bank, in 1815, the British navy established an installation to protect the north shore
of Lake Erie from an American invasion. By the next year there were 187 enlisted men, 20 buildings, four schooners and several gunboats

at the Grand River Naval Depot. The river provided a natural harbour but the vessels from the naval depot kept running aground on the
sandbar.

A village sprang up on the opposite side of the river from the depot and soon there were several dwellings and Philpot’s Inn. Captain Basil
Hall who visited the naval establishment in 1827 wrote about being tormented by the mosquitoes when he spent the night there,

The canal system in the United States and Upper Canada brought settlers to the area. The Welland Canal was built by William Hamilton
Merritt to unite Lakes Ontario and Erie, with a marine stairway that by-passed Niagara Falls. A sufficient flow of water to lift ships over
the Niagara Escarpment was needed. The original plan was for the Welland Canal to be supplied with water from the Welland River,
[Chippawa Creek]. In 1828 when workers attempted to dig the canal down to the level of the Welland River, the excavation had to be
halted due to slippages in the “Deep Cut” caused by heavy rains and quicksand. This complication resulted in a recommendation that the
water for the locks come from the Grand River, to raise the level of the river with a dam to be constructed near its mouth. The water would
travel from the Grand to the main canal through a canal feeder. Commodore Robert Barrie, in charge of naval operations on the Great
Lakes, however opposed the construction of the dam.

In spite of the military objections Lieutenant-Governor Sir Peregrine Maitland gave the Welland Canal Company permission to build a
dam. In what was presumed to be a compromise, the lieutenant-governor directed that “as it is proposed to make a convenient Port at the
entrance to the Grand River, no dam can be thrown across it nearer than five miles from its Mouth™. In appreciation for such services on
behalf of the canal Merritt named the village that was growing up at the mouth of the river Port Maitland.

Merritt’s wife, Catharine, spent the night Philpots’ Inn in 1829 and had a more pleasant night than Hall.

The directors of the Welland Canal Company addressed the problem of the sandbar. After the first season of operation, the board was
aware that the original canal route from Lake Erie down the Niagara River to Chippawa, then up to the canal at Port Robinson and on to
Lake Ontario, was difficult, slow, and circuitous. Ships traveling in the opposite direction, to Lake Erie, had to navigate the dangerous
and treacherous currents of the Niagara River between Chippawa and Lake Erie. They concluded that the route of the Welland Canal
needed to be changed. The question was whether it would be better to the enlarge the Feeder Canal and make Port Maitland the Lake Eric
entrance to the canal, or extend it southward from Port Robinson making Gravelly Bay, [Port Colbomne] the entrance. They ended up
deciding on Port Colborne, but they did decide to build piers to alleviate the problem of the sandbar at Port Maitland making it one of the
best harbours on the north shore of Lake Erie.

In 1841 when the government decided to enlarge the Welland Canal, its plans included a branch of the Feeder Canal from Stromness to
the mouth of the Grand River. This permitted navigation between the Feeder and the river below the Dunnville dam. From 1845 to 1850
renovations on the main canal were carried out between Port Robinson and Port Colborne. During the years that section was closed to
traffic, the Feeder Canal provided an altemnate route to Lake Erie.

An 1832 treaty with the local Indians opened Dunn Township to European settlement. A. P. Farrell immigrated to Canada in the spring
of 1833. He purchased a log house and a few acres from a squatter and cleared a large farm. The British abandoned the naval depotin | B34
and some of the enlisted men settled in the area. Among them were William Eyers and Squire King.

There was a government sale of Indian Lands in Dunn and Cayuga at Hamilton that year when 11,539 acres were sold at prices between
15 and 23 shillings per acre. James Blott bought one of the lots on the lakeshore and James Hoggan bought several. Included in the
purchase was Lot 15 (three miles west of Port Maitland), which Hoggan in tum sold to Frederick Hyde. Hyde, his wife Georgina, and their
family settled there in 1834, Haldimand Past Times - page 3



Georgina named their house “Glasserton” after the home of her Aunt in southwest Scotland, where she had spent many happy days in her
childhood.

In 1835 Lieutenant Colonel John Johnson, C.B. a retired engineer with the East India Company and aide-de-camp to the Duke of
Wellington, during Wellington’s campaign in India in 1803, arrived with his son William Arthur Johnson. Johnson was so enamored of
the new country and its possibilities that he completed arrangements to purchase nearly 800 acres of land on the lakeshore for the purpose
of forming a settlement,

The Johnson party left England on April 17, 1836 aboard the sailing ship Hannibal. After arrival in New York City, the Johnson’s
possessions were loaded on a river steamer, which took them up the Hudson to Albany, where they boarded a canal boat for the journey
on the Erie Canal to Buffalo. With flies, mosquitoes, and the hot June weather there was no rest day or night. Their fare on the journey
was fried pork swimming in its fat washed down by “a decoction called coffee™. When they reached Buffalo they took a small steamer
down the Niagara River to the mouth of Chippawa Creek and into the Welland Canal, and finally along the Feeder Canal to Dunnville.
They found it to be a gloomy village with two small stores, a tavern or two, a blacksmith shop, a small gristmill, a sawmill, and a few
houses mostly built of logs.

Since there were no roads, a boat had to be secured to take them to Glasserton where Frederick and Georgina Hyde had most graciously
offered to house the Johnson party on their arrival. The boat got them safely down the river to Port Maitland but when they entered the
lake, the boatman would go no further, because he feared a coming storm, The weary travelers were stranded on the shore of the lake with
all their belongings until Frederick Hyde brought them to their destination. The lake and the land would provide fish, deer, bear, rabbit,
duck, woodcock, and wild rice for them to eat but it must have been quite a feat for Georgina Hyde to provide food and lodging for so

many people.

Beside John Johnson, his wife Dedrika, their daughter Margaret Ann, and their niece Ann Hickes, other passengers on the Hannibal
included Catherine Imlach, her daughter Catherine, and sons William and Henry, William Sprati and his sister Martha Spratt, his sister-in-
law Mary Cooper, and her two sons William and Robert, William Mills, and Job Matthews. Other settlers who arrived to the lakeshore
around the same time were W. C. Lowe, Richard Paddock, Richard Constable, Dr. 5. J. Carter, George Calbeck, Archibald Reid, Robert
Jamison, George Gorrell and their families.

The settlers along the lakeshore were busily engaged in clearing their farms when word came in 1837 of the outbreak of the Mackenzie
Rebellion. They at once formed a volunteer company that was stationed in the buildings of the naval depot.

Through the influence of William J. Imlach a church was constructed in Port Maitland. Imlach was called to Newark, now Niagara-on-the-
Lake for jury duty. Hearing church bells for the first time since he had left England, he attended services and vowed to establish a church
at Port Maitland, The congregation of Christ’s Church, Port Maitland first met in a log house. Captain Francis Dobbs gave the land and
Georgina Hyde donated a sizeable amount of money to build the church, which was completed in 1840,

Except for the Indian trail along the lake the only way of travel was down the river in canoes or along the lakeshore. Wolves were
numerous and aggressive doing much damage to sheep and young stock. Deer were plentiful and venison was called poor man’s meat.
Malaria decimated the families of early residents.

In the years to come Port Maitland’s natural harbour would be filled with vessels of all types: schooners, fishing boats, barges, steamers,
scows and would have one of the largest inland fleets in Lake Erie. William Moss, a baker by trade, kept a general store at Port Maitland.
William Tumner was one of the first Customs Officers. Charles Klingender was licensed by the British Government to pilot ships in and
out of the river. William Hendershot and Henry Ross fished in sailboats oft the shore.

On May 6, 1850 the worst disaster on Lake Erie, up to that time occurred just outside the Port Maitland harbour. The Despatch, stationed
at the naval depot, rammed the steamer Commerce, which was damaged so badly that it sank in a very short time. The Commerce had been
en route to London with 125 officers and men of the 23rd regiment of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, their wives and children. Those saved
were put on board the Minos and taken to the naval establishment. The actual number of those who perished that night has never been
definitely established. Twenty-five bodies recovered from the wreck were interred in a long grave in Christ's Church cemetery. A
monument placed over the grave by the regiment remains as a reminder of the tragedy. Other stones in the burial ground mark the graves
of many of the other settlers.

By 1850, according to the Canadian Directory the population of Port Maitland was 130. The 1852 Directory lists three innkeepers: James
Darrugh, Maria Logan, and Robert Latimore; a gristmill, a mustard factory, and a general store owned by Imlach and Hickes. James Moss
was listed as wharf keeper and storekeeper; Charles D. Parnell as cabinetmaker; and John Thompson, William Thompson, Abraham
Thewlis, Allan Thewlis, and Daniel Weir, as carpenters. The Rev. Adam Townley was the Church of England vicar. The 1850 records
show that 575 vessels carried a total tonnage of 42,957 tons through Port Maitland between Brantford and Lake Erie ports.  page 4
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(The following is from an article written by ROBERT SCHWEYER - his permission has heen granted. Additional
inserts have been added.)

No. 6 SERVICE FLYING TRAINING SCHOOL, DUNNVILLE
On August 5th, 1940, the first of twenty-eight Service Flying Training Schools constructed under the British Commonwealth Air Training
Plan, was opened at Uplands near Ottawa. In the weeks that followed, similar stations swung open their doors in Saskatoon, Kingston,
Calgary, Brantford and on November 25th, Dunnville, Ontario. (Under this plan, Canada would literally become one vast training station -
producing the crews for air forces of the Commonwealth at bases all across the country.)

Designated No.6, Dunnville was a single-engine school for fighter pilots and was just the third such school of its kind to begin advanced
flying training in Canada. Students, having completed an eight-week course at Elementary Flying Training School, would spend an
additional twelve to sixteen weeks at Dunnville before earning their wings and proceeding to an Operational Training Unit or remaining
on the homefront as instructors.

Comprised of 415 acres, the station was situated along the Grand River between the town of Dunnville and the village of Port Maitland
on the north shore of Lake Erie. Typical of the standard, National Defence layout for airfields at that time, No.6 boasted five steel-framed
hangars, three double runways ranging from 1,800 to 3,200 feet and a sprawling camp area consisting of some 50 H-huts and numerous
other buildings. Initially the school flew Harvards and Yales for pilot training while Ansons were used for navigational exercises.

Under the command of F/L V_P. Cronyn, an advanced party of 20 airmen and 4 officers arrived on the station on October 30th. Continuous
rain had made conditions poor at best and no one considered his kit complete without a pair of rubber boots to cope with the ever present
mud. A temporary airmen’s canteen was opened in a section of the supply depot and a week later the first Daily Routine Orders were
issued - 35 copies without the use of a multigraphing machine!! On November 18th, five Harvards touched down and the next moming
the fire truck arrived. Four flying instructors reported, ferrying Harvard aircraft to Camp Borden and returning with five Yales.

The first Commanding Officer at Dunnville was G/C Allan H. Hull, who was handed over the station by F/L. Cronyn on November 25th.

Formal ceremonies included the hoisting of the ensign, parade and address by the incoming CO. From Ottawa word was sent by the
Minister of Defence for Air offering his best wishes for the successful operation of the school.

A re-organization of station personnel on December 9th saw the formation of two Squadrons. No.1 Training Squadron, under the
leadership of /1. V. H. Patriarche, consisted of 111 officers and airmen. Officer Commanding No.2 Squadron was 5/L R. L. Bumett.
Rivalry between Squadrons was keen as evidenced by these entries recorded in the diary of No.2 Squadron.

“Weather was fair until 11:45 hours when had to hoist the wash-out flag due to snow. Did some night flying. A Harvard from No.1
Squadron tried to taxi over one of our Yales and took the rudder off completely. Just carelessness. Had a good showing at night flying,
40 hours and 140 landings. Busy flying. New class of pupils arrived today. S/L. Burnett testing Yale 3408 for rough prop. Blizzard. No
flying. Two Harvards picked up at Windsor. Top flying, over 150 hours, this Squadron. LAC Berry lost during aerobatics and forced
landed over Rochester, ground looped but not hurt. A hell of a show.”

On December 14th the station suffered its first fatality when LAC James Bilkey spun into the ground while carrying out routine take-offs
and landings in Yale 3351. The Commanding Officer immediately ordered a Court of Inquiry and instructions were issued for the
investigation of spinning characteristics of Yale aircraft at the Test and Development Establishment.

Despite dull skies, several hundred Dunnville residents attended the official opening of No.6 SFTS on December 20th, A/C G. E. Brookes,
Air Officer Commanding No.1 Training Command, RCAF, officiated at the ceremonies and congratulated those responsible for the
remarkable strides made at Dunnville. A/C Brookes was well pleased with progress shown by the trainees, among them British airmen
from Singapore who had travelled 10,000 miles to continue their training in Canada.

(Countless graduating classes were “Winged™ here. The second class to graduate was memorable in that it included the first Dunnville
man to receive his wings at No.6. ROBERT A. BENNETT had been an employee of the Bank of Commerce when he enlisted in the
RCAF. When the 44 pupils of the second class received their wings and were promoted to Sergeant Pilots on March 5th, 1941, Bob was
among that group of fine young men who paraded before an audience of friends and relatives.)

(During the four years that No.6 was active, a total of 2,447 pilots graduated here, divided as follows: Royal Canadian Air Force-1,633:
Royal Australian Air Force-200; Royal New Zealand Air Force-419; Royal Air Force-195. Countries represented by these servicemen
included, as well as Canada - the United States, Australia, New Zealand, Malay States, Singapore, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Burma,

Trinidad, Barhadoe, the Netherlands and the Island of Mauritius.) Haldimand Past Times -page 11



FATAL CASUALTIES, No. 6 SERVICE FLYING TRAINING SCHOOL

Royal Canadian Air Force SGT POMEROY, George Pilot
. LAC POSTELWAITE, George Pilot Trainee
g A e e QUINN, Douglas Pilot P/0
. ; PO ROY, William Pilot
P/O ANGUS, Alexander Pilot : . -
F/O BALDWIN, Jesse Administration AL 2 SCHARF, Lyall E_?ncral Dutics
LAC BENNIMAN, Donald Filot Trainee PO SCHATLZ, _Sanl'r:brd mat Trai
LAC BILKEY, James Pilot Trainee LAC SCHWARTZ, Frank St Tisince
LAC BLAIR, Frederick Pilot Trainee LAC STEVENS, Robert i';',:ﬂl 1’“!"“
LAC CONNORS, Herbert Pilot Trainee LAC STEWART, Harold Mok Trainee
LAC DAVIDSON, Robert Pilot Trainee i{ﬂé giﬂfgﬁg%f;m Eﬂg: e
W.0.1 DEAN, Lloyd Pilot it ; :
FiL DUNSTAMN. Arthur Administration LAC TIBRETTS, Wilmuot Pilot Traince
LAC FLEMING, Marshall General Duties _
LAC GOUGH, Charles Pilot Trainee Royal Air Force
LAC GUELICH,, Allison Pilot Trainee s : ’
W.0.1 HERRON, Marvin Pilot LAC SMITH, William sf:ﬂf ?ﬂ!ﬂﬂf
LAC KENDALL, Clyde Pilot Trainee LAC TENNIAN, John ilot Trainee
W.0.2 KIRK, Norman Pilot . ; :
PIO KLINTWORTH, Richard  Pilot gl Mo Snahnt e KRS
WAL LAWRENCE, Arthur pj:'”" AC_ LAC GREEN, Stanton Pilot Traince
LAC MOORE, Sydney Pilot Trainee LAC HAWORTH, John Filot Traince
P/0 McINTYRE, James Pilot LAC RANKIN; Alastair Pilot Trainee
LAC McMARTIN, John Pilot Trainee LAC WILLIS, Alexander Filat ;m'&nec
F/0 MAISMITH, Ross Pilot LAC WOOD, Nocl Pilot Traince
LAC (PCONNOR, Patrick Pilot Trainee 3 y
LAC PANTING, Reginald Pilot Raoyal Australian Air Force
FISGT PATERSON, John Pilot .
RoyalF/0  PENN, Lloyd Pilot ST . AlrmmeRe gl
: PO LEIGH, Kenncth Pilot
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